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• Ensure environmentally friendly, responsible 
and safe cruise tourism in the Arctic

• 69 members
• 46 passenger vessels
• ~13 yachts (12 or less passengers)

AECO



• Natural environment 

• Cultural remains

• Safety at sea and on land 

• Communities, people and 
cultures 

Focus on ensuring sustainable 
tourism development 





AECO’s guidelines 
The backbone of the Association’s work, 
available on www.aeco.no/guidelines/



• Developed with archaeologist Per Kyrre Reymert

• Launched in 2019







Field Staff Online Assessment 

• Launched January 2018

• Made mandatory for staff working for 
AECO members from 2019

• 4 different exams available 

• More than 1700 candidates registered



O-VRAT mobile app

• Launched spring 2020
• Risk Assessment Tool
• Planning Tool

An innovative field staff risk 
assessment app 







Standards and Implementation 

Resources 

Field Staff ConferenceIn progress Ship Observation Scheme
Incident Reporting System



Future? 
Current dialogue with 
Greenland National 
Museum and 
Archives and AECO 
on cultural remains 
monitoring, training 
of staff, development 
of protocols

Svalbard and other 
remote Arctic areas? 
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